
God is Sovereign
Romans 9:6–18

“It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel
are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children.
On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” In other
words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the
children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. For this was how
the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a
son.” Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our
father Isaac. Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in
order that God’s purpose in election might stand: not by works but by him who
calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is written: “Jacob I
loved, but Esau I hated.” What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he
says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion
on whom I have compassion.” It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or
effort, but on God’s mercy. For Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this
very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be
proclaimed in all the earth.” Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have
mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.”

Introduction
Today’s passage is in two parts. From verse 6-13 Pauls talks about the criteria for
God choosing his descendants. They are chosen not through their lineage to
Abraham but in believing the promise that God made to Abraham. This was a very
important point to make because the Jews believed they were God’s chosen people
and had considered that God allowing other people to become his chosen ones as
well could be seen as somehow breaking the promise he had made. Then from
verse 15 Paul begins to talk about the sovereignty of God. But I want us to look at
verse 14 which is like a connecting verse between the two sections. Verse 14 says
‘What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!’. The phrase “what shall we say
then” is often used to put forward an argument that others may have put forward but
clearly it is not an argument which is right. In asking the question about whether God
is unjust not we are making the assumption that in God’s actions he is somehow
answerable to us. This passage has raised some questions for a lot of people as
they try to work out some of the more difficult concepts raised. I’m not going to
attempt to sort out the meaning of these verses except to say that we are talking
about God’s sovereignty. If God is sovereign then he is not answerable to us and we
need to accept that we are not intended to know everything about how God works.
The saying “God works in mysterious ways his wonders to perform” must be kept in
mind if we are to deal with his sovereignty. This then becomes a starting point for us
to look at sovereignty and its meaning.

If you were to look up the word “sovereign” in the dictionary, you would find words
and phrases like “superior,” “greatest,” “supreme in power and authority,” “ruler,” and
“independent of all others” in its definition. But the way I like to explain God’s
sovereignty best is simply to say, “God is in control.”



This means there is absolutely nothing that happens in the universe that is outside of
God’s influence and authority. As King of kings and Lord of lords, God has no
limitations. Consider just a few of the claims the Bible makes about God:

 God is above all things and before all things. He is the alpha and the omega, the
beginning and the end. He is immortal, and He is present everywhere so that
everyone can know Him (Revelation 21:6).

 God created all things and holds all things together, both in heaven and on earth,
both visible and invisible (Colossians 1:16).

 God knows all things past, present, and future. There is no limit to His
knowledge, for God knows everything completely before it even happens
(Romans 11:33).

That’s what being sovereign means. It means being the ultimate source of all power,
authority, and everything that exists. Only God can make those claims; therefore, it’s
God’s sovereignty that makes Him superior and makes Him, and Him alone, worthy
of worship. The fact is that God is Sovereign whether we like it or not. We may be
able to mentally assent to God’s sovereignty but does it work itself out in our lives.

1. God’s Sovereignty calls for our submission.
God has ultimate authority. But unlike corrupt earthly kings who abuse their authority
to terrorize their subjects, God rules in love. He loves you and wants the best for
you. Romans 8:28 promises that “in all things God works for the good of those who
love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” That’s an amazing
promise not only because it demonstrates that an all-powerful God cares about you
and me, but because it cannot be fulfilled unless the One Who gives it is all-knowing,
all-wise, all-powerful, and all-loving. The promise itself is a testimony to God’s
sovereignty.

2. God’s Sovereignty provides us with assurance.
But God makes that promise, and we can testify to its truth because God has proven
His ability to back it up time and time again. Think about the implications of that
promise. Because God is sovereign and He loves you, nothing will ever come into
your life that He does not either decree or allow. Consequently, no matter what you
face in life, you can have assurance in the fact that God is sovereign.

3. God’s Sovereignty inspires us to worship him.
Because God is completely good and completely sovereign, he is completely worthy
of worship. The Biblical claims listed above are specific reasons why Christians
worship God. Psalm 41:1-2 is another: “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on
the waters.”



The Psalmist often worshipped God because God rescued him (Psalm 18:16-17),
provided for him (Psalm 23:1), and led him (Psalm 32:8). It is important and good to
worship God for the ways he works in a person’s individual life. But the Psalmist also
shows us in Psalm 145:3 that Christians can always worship simply because God is
always worthy. “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one
can fathom.”

Do we need to pray?
“All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the
powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or
say to him: ‘what have you done?’” (Daniel 4:35)

We might like Daniel wonder whether it is worth praying. After all God knows
everything and he surely knows our problems and concerns. But actually, that’s the
wrong question. It’s not that we need to pray but that we “get” to pray. The Sovereign
God loves us and although he does not need you to get things done, he has chosen
and included you in his will. Prayer is primarily for the benefit of us and it is a
privilege to be able to come to God in prayer.

A Paradigm Shift
But the acceptance of God’s sovereignty requires a paradigm shift. If we really
viewed this world as being under God’s sovereignty we wouldn’t be so worried about
what was going to happen with the current CovID 19 crisis. And we would be less
worried about our future. In fact, we would be less focused on ourselves and more
focused on what God has called us to do. What God has called us to do is to be salt
into a tasteless world. We wouldn’t be so reluctant to say yes to God because he
knows us better than we know ourselves and he wouldn’t give us a task that he
wasn’t going to equip us for. On the other hand, we wouldn’t be scared saying No if
we know that God is not calling us. We would be assured that God is in control.

Paradigm Drift
I’d like to introduce another term to you this morning. The history of this church as I
have heard it from various people is one of faithfulness. People were faithful in
building the church, and in making donations to ensure the church did not have debt
hanging over it. I heard about the camps, the puppet shows and the activities that
went on in this church and the numerous people who came to faith because people
considered the work of God to be more important than their own fulfilment.

But I wonder if there hasn’t been a level of “Paradigm Drift” somehow. Now it’s not
up to me to determine who has drifted or why, or even if the paradigm drift is real. I
don’t think I need to go into detail what paradigm drift is just to say that it is when
your view of yourself and the world changes gradually over time sometimes without
even noticing it. I’m not saying it is a good or bad thing. I’m just saying that it is
important that we recognise that paradigm drift has happened. What

A Relevant Example



I’d like to give you a relevant example of a needed paradigm shift and how it can
relate God’s sovereignty. This church is in crisis. We have recently lost a number of
families simply because we are unable to provide a way of training their children
while at the same time releasing them to be able to be fed. We have tried many
different things. For many years Brett and Mel were involved with a Sunday school
that worked quite well. We had hoped that a Sunday afternoon service would be a
place where children could learn alongside their parents. We have even tried to
make the Sunday morning service more child friendly. But each of these things has
not been enough or has only worked for a short time.

I believe that God is calling this church to shift their paradigm from one of help can
the church best meet my needs which is self-focused to how can the church best
serve this community and the young families within it which is other people focused.
Now I’m not asking you to volunteer to be part of a team of people who are willing to
train up our young people. But I am encouraging you to see that God is sovereign
and that whatever he asks us to do, he will equip us to do. And then, to listen to him
speaking and be confident that it is his voice you hear. I know there are a number of
you who have spent significant time in learning the Scriptures and being taught in
Bible study. I suppose the question I would have is “what for”? Did you think that
God allowed you to have that opportunity and never make use of what you have
learnt?

Because when you make the paradigm shift, your focus is not on your frailty or
inability to carry out what God has in mind for you. It is only on God and what he
wants? So encourage you to take time to hear God’s voice and if you think you do
come and talk to one of the pastors or the elders about what God has for you.

Conclusion
I don’t want to undersell the importance of paradigm shift. Without a paradigm shift I
am sure that God’s work in our lives is limited. That’s why Paul talks about the need
to be transformed by the renewing of your mind. God has given us the gift of free will
and he will not go around it. If God is unable to work in our lives because we are not
willing to be changed then he will work around us and we will miss out on the
blessings he has for us in being a part of his work. God’s blessings will go to those
who are willing to be obedient. I make no apologies for what must seem to be a
confronting message. If you don’t think this been confronting it may be that you have
missed the point of what I’m saying. May God’s obedience to his sovereignty be real
in this church and in this people as we move forward into the future?


